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USA Cycling	
	Sport	Cycle racing
	Founded	1920
	Affiliation	UCI
	Regional affiliation	COPACI
	Headquarters	Colorado Springs, CO
	Chairman	Matt Barger
	Official website
	www.usacycling.org
	


USA Cycling or USAC, based in Colorado Springs, Colorado, is the national governing body for bicycle racing in the United States. It covers the disciplines of road, track, mountain bike, cyclo-cross, and BMX across all ages and ability levels. In 2015, USAC had a membership of 61,631 individual members.[1]

USA Cycling is associated with the UCI or, Union Cyclist Internationale, which governs international cycling, and the United States Olympic Committee (USOC). The organization is also a member of the continental body Confederacion Panamericana de Ciclismo (COPACI). USA Cycling also organizes the USA Cycling Pro Road Tour, the top road cycling series for men and women in the United States.[2]








History[edit]

The Amateur Bicycle League of America was organized in 1920 and incorporated in New York in 1921. In 1975, the name was changed to the United States Cycling Federation. In 1995, USA Cycling, Inc. was incorporated in Colorado, and in 1995, the two corporations merged, with USA Cycling serving as the umbrella corporation.[3]  The National Off Road Bicycle Association, once an independent governing body of mountain bike racing in the US, is now the mountain bike racing division of USA Cycling (USAC).

The office of USA Cycling, Inc. remained on the United States Olympic Training Center campus near downtown Colorado Springs until March 2009. Thanks to the generous support of Nor’wood Development group and the El Pomar Foundation combined with the collective efforts of the City of Colorado Springs and several local organizations, including the Colorado Springs Economic Development Corporation, and the Colorado Springs Sports Corporation, the national governing body was able to secure office space on the city's north side. USA Cycling's new headquarters now consists of a 26,000-square-foot building on nearly two acres of land near I-25 on the northwest side of Colorado Springs.[citation needed]

In September 2023, the US Center for SafeSport permanently banned Kevin ‘Scott’ Morris, a former contractor and director for the USA CRITS series, from participation in activities and competitions with USA Cycling, for “criminal disposition - involving a minor” and “criminal disposition - sexual misconduct”.[4]


Organization[edit]

USA Cycling is the official governing body for all disciplines of competitive cycling in the United States, including road, track, mountain bike, BMX, and cyclo-cross. The organization has a two-part mission: To achieve sustained success in international cycling competition and to grow competitive cycling in America.

The mountain bike racing division of USA Cycling was formerly known as NORBA, the National Off Road Bicycle Association.[5]

As a membership-based organization, USA Cycling comprises 2,700 clubs and teams as of 2013; and nearly 70,000 licensees which include officials, coaches, mechanics, and competitive cyclists of all ages and abilities across all five disciplines of the sport.[6]


Local associations[edit]

In an effort to grow the sport domestically, USA Cycling supports grass-roots initiatives through its 31 local associations (LA).[7] Each year, USA Cycling reinvests much of its membership dollars back into these local programs, having distributed over $3.8 million since 2003.[6]


Local and national events[edit]

Each year, USA Cycling sanctions over 2,900 events across the U.S. Additionally, the organization administers eight national-level calendars and manages 18 national championship events for all ages and skill levels in several disciplines: road, track, mountain bike, cyclo-cross, BMX and para-cycling.[6]


A decade of growth[edit]

USA Cycling has seen steady growth over the last decade as participation in cycling has continued to grow across the nation and within the organization. The organization's 69,771 licensees in 2010 represent a 63% increase from the 42,724 licensees in 2002.[6] In 2013, the number of licenses grew to over 75,000.

USA Cycling maintains development programs for men and women in all disciplines of competitive cycling, providing a structured pathway to the top tier of the sport. In 2010, over a hundred individual riders took part in USA Cycling's National Development Program, gaining valuable race experience through 2,600 fully supported race days.[8]


Regional and national development camps[edit]

Serving as entry points into USA Cycling's National Development Program pathway, the Regional and National Development Camps aim to identify talent and, in some cases, name riders to USA Cycling rosters for major international competitions.[citation needed]


International race camps[edit]

USA Cycling takes dozens of juniors on international racing trips each year. These riders gain race experience at the world's top junior events, including Junior Paris-Roubaix and the Tour de L’Abitibi, where major wins were made in 2013.[6]


European resident programs[edit]

Nearly 200 American cyclists live and train out of USA Cycling's houses in Belgium, Italy, and Germany each season. This allows them to be fully immersed in European race culture—a necessary element for advancing to the top tier of professional cycling.[citation needed]


Racing levels[edit]

USA Cycling racing levels are called categories, sometimes referred to as "cats". The lowest category for road, track, and cyclocross racing is 5 for men and women. The lowest category for mountain bike racing is 3 for both sexes. Decreasing categories represent higher ability levels with category 1 being the immediate step below professional level.[9]


Advancement[edit]

Advancement to higher categories is based on experience, as shown below.



	CATEGORY
	ADVANCEMENT

	Road
	Upgrading from category 5 to 4 can be done after finishing ten mass start races. Category 4 to 3 can be requested when a certain number of points are earned in races within a 12-month period or race experience, 25 qualifying races with a minimum of 10 top ten finishes with fields of 30 riders or more. 30 points in a 12-month period is an automatic upgrade to category 3. Upgrades from 3 to 2 and 2 to 1 are based on a number of points in a 12-month period. Category 3 to 2 requires 25 points to be eligible and 40 points for an automatic upgrade.[9]

	Cyclo-cross
	Upgrading in cyclo-cross follows the same upgrade pattern as road but with different points requirements. In this case it is 10 points in a 12-month period to upgrade from category 3 to 2 and 20 points from category 2 to 1.[9]

	Track
	Upgrading from track category 5 to 4 is done by taking a velodrome safety course or 4 race days, and as with road, is done by points with the added requirement of 5 race days.[9]

	Mountain bike
	Riders may upgrade to category 2 as fast as they want. After 5 top-5 finishes as a category 3 rider, a rider must upgrade to category 2. After 2 top-5 category 2 finishes, a rider may upgrade to category 1, and after 5 top-5 finishes a rider must upgrade to category 1.



See also[edit]

	National Collegiate Cycling Association
	United States men's national cycling team
	United States records in track cycling
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Sports governing bodies of the United States (USA)

	Summer Olympic
 sports	
	Aquatics
	Diving
	Swimming
	Water polo


	Athletics
	Badminton
	Basketball
	Baseball
	Boxing
	Cycling
	Equestrian
	Fencing
	Field Hockey
	Gymnastics
	Handball
	Judo
	Rugby Union
	Rowing
	Sailing
	Soccer
	Softball
	Shooting
	Table Tennis
	Taekwondo
	Tennis
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	Winter Olympic 
 sports	
	Biathlon
	Bobsleigh
	Curling
	Figure skating
	Ice hockey
	Skeleton
	Skiing & Snowboarding




	Other sports	
	American football
	Air sports
	Australian rules football
	Auto racing
	Backgammon
	Bandy
	Bowling
	Bridge
	Chess
	Cricket
	Golf
	Disc golf
	Floorball
	Karate
	Lacrosse
	Lifesaving
	Netball
	Orienteering
	Pickleball
	Polo
	Powerboating
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	United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee
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National members of the Union Cycliste Internationale

	
	Olympic Disciplines
	road bicycle racing
	Track cycling
	BMX racing
	mountain bike racing
	cross-country






	Other Disciplines
	Cyclo-cross
	mountain bike racing
	downhill
	four-cross
	trials riding


	Indoor cycling
	Para-cycling




	Pinnacle Events
	Summer Olympics
	Paralympics
	UCI World Championships






	Asia (ACC)	
	AFG
	BAN
	BRN
	BRU
	BTN
	CAM
	CHN
	HKG
	INA
	IND
	IRI
	IRQ
	JOR
	JPN
	KAZ
	KGZ
	KOR
	KSA
	KUW
	LAO
	LIB
	MAC
	MAS
	MDV
	MGL
	MYA
	NEP
	OMA
	PAK
	PHI
	PRK
	PSE
	QAT
	SGP
	SRI
	SYR
	TJK
	THA
	TKM
	TLS
	TPE
	UAE
	UZB
	VIE
	YEM




	Africa (CAC)	
	ALG
	ANG
	BDI
	BEN
	BOT
	BUR
	CAF
	CGO
	CHA
	CIV
	CMR
	COD
	COM
	CPV
	DJI
	EGY
	ERI
	ETH
	GAB
	GAM
	GBS
	GEQ
	GHA
	GUI
	KEN
	LBA
	LBR
	LES
	MAD
	MAR
	MAW
	MLI
	MOZ
	MRI
	MTN
	NAM
	NGR
	NIG
	RSA
	RWA
	SEN
	SEY
	SLE
	SOM
	SSD
	STP
	SUD
	SWZ
	TAN
	TOG
	TUN
	UGA
	ZAM
	ZIM




	America (COPACI)	
	AIA
	ANT
	ARG
	ARU
	BAH
	BAR
	BER
	BIZ
	BOL
	BRA
	CAN
	CAY
	CHI
	COL
	CRC
	CUB
	CUW
	DMA
	DOM
	ECU
	ESA
	GLP†
	GRN
	GUA
	GUF†
	GUY
	HAI
	HON
	ISV
	IVB
	JAM
	LCA
	MAF†
	MEXǂ
	MTQ†
	NCA
	PAN
	PAR
	PER
	PUR
	SKN
	SUR
	SXM
	TCA†
	TRI
	URU
	USA
	VEN
	VIN




	Oceania (OCC)	
	AUS
	COK
	FIJ
	GUM
	MNP†
	NCL†
	NZL
	SOL
	PYF†
	SAM
	VAN




	Europe (UEC)	
	ALB
	AND
	ARM
	AUT
	AZE
	BEL
	BIH
	BLR
	BUL
	CRO
	CYP
	CZE
	DEN
	ESP
	EST
	FIN
	FRA
	GBR
	GEO
	GER
	GRE
	HUN
	IRL
	ISL
	ISR
	ITA
	KOS
	LAT
	LIE
	LTU
	LUX
	MDA
	MKD
	MLT
	MNE
	MON
	NED
	NOR
	POL
	POR
	ROU
	RUS
	SLO
	SMR
	SRB
	SUI
	SVK
	SWE
	TUR
	UKR
	VAT




	Former Members	
	AHO
	GDR
	TCH
	URS
	YUG




	
	† Associate member of continental confederation (not a member of UCI)
	ǂ National federation suspended by the UCI
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International cycling

	Africa	
	CAC
	UCI Africa Tour
	African Games
	African Championships
	Road
	Track
	Mountain bike





	

	Asia	
	ACC
	UCI Asia Tour
	Asian Games
	Asian Championships
	Road
	Track
	Mountain bike






	America	
	COPACI
	UCI America Tour
	Pan American Games
	Pan-American Cycling Championships
	Road
	Track
	Cyclo-cross
	Mountain bike






	Europe	
	UEC
	UCI Europe Tour
	European Championships:
	BMX
	Cyclo-cross
	Mountain bike
	Road
	Track






	Oceania	
	OCC
	UCI Oceania Tour
	Oceania Championships
	Road
	Track
	Mountain bike






	World	
	UCI
	UCI World Tour
	UCI ProSeries
	UCI Women's World Tour
	UCI Women's ProSeries


	World Championships
	UCI World Cups:
	Men's road
	Women's road
	Mountain bike
	Track
	Cyclo-cross
	BMX


	Olympics
	Youth Olympics
	Paralympics
	Arab Games
	Commonwealth Games
	Mediterranean Games


	World University Cycling Championship




	
	Cyclists
	Teams
	Competitions
	Federations
	Achievements by nation
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